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Appendix 2. Evidence and processes used in preparing the GM LNRS 

Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) has led the preparation of this strategy, through 
a stepped process, supported by the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit, Natural England, the 10 
Local Authorities and the Peak District National Park.  The overarching processes is broadly 
illustrated in the diagram below. In this appendix we provided further details and information 
about key parts of this process, including the development of priorities and actions for the 
strategy and the mapping of opportunity areas. 
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Appendix 2a. Process and evidence used to develop priorities and actions (measures) for 

the GM LNRS  

Developing priorities  

           E                     L     N                                    :  

•                B                                 :                                            

              

•                                                                              

•                                                                                         

                       

•                                  (       )                              

F             E                                                   (       )                      

                                                                                               

        . T                                                                                       

                                                                                            

    . 

Approach to identifying habitat priorities  

 T                                                                  : 

•                                                                                    (    

        3           LN                   x 5) 

•       j                                                                                

                                                  (           x 3                    ). 

T                                                                                     

                            . 

Outline of key inputs and process involved to develop the habitat priorities and actions 
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T                                            : 

 

 

Stakeholder input 
 

From multiple workshops 
with habitat experts, 

workshops with 
landowners/managers and 

responses to an open 
public survey  

Priorities in 
existing plans and 

strategies  
 

Including all those listed 
in appendix 2e 

State of nature 
review and 

description of the 
main habitats in 
the strategy area 

 

Steering group and 
Officer group input 

 
Feedback and sessions 

with the GM LNRS steering 
group and officer group  
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Key steps in the development of habitat priorities and actions (measures) 

Initial longlist of potential ha itat priorities and measures 

T                                                                                            

                                                                 

• C                                                            LN               LN   

                                

• E                    x                             x                                     

                                            

•             N                                                          

Initial stakeholder engagement 

• Steering Group and Officer Group development of 
overarching vision and aims for the strategy 

• Six habitat priority workshops with partners and 
experts 

Further stakeholder engagement 

• Public, business and community survey  
• Landowner and land manager workshops 
• Review of priorities in existing plans and strategies 

Review and feedback 

• Steering group and officer group review and 
feedback of the shortlist collected via a survey 

• Collation of potential associated actions 
(measures) via partner survey and from 
suggestions in the public survey and habitat 
workshops 

• Engagement to test draft priorities 

Revised shortlist list of priorities and 
actions (measures) 

Final refinement 

• Steering group and officers group refinement 

Initial longlist of potential habitat priorities  

Shortlist of potential priorities  

Finalised list of priorities and actions for 
public consultation 
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•    LN                    

Shortlist of potential priorities and measures 

T                                                                                                

                                                       q                                       

            .  

T                                                             x                                      

                                                       . 

F                                                                                  

                                                (       )           : 

•                            800                                                         

                                                         

•                                                  

•                                                                             

Revised shortlist list of priorities and actions (measures) 
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Finalised list of priorities and measures for pu lic consultation 
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Pu lic consultation 
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Appendix 2 . Outline of ke  inputs and process involved in developing the species priorities 

and actions (measures) 
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Results of the ranking of candidate shortlisted species 
presented back to the species expert group (recorders and 
local experts, Natural England, Lancashire Wildlife Trust and 
the Environment Agency) for review and feedback and the 
addition of actions (measures) for each priority species. 
 

Categorisation of long list species based on conservation 
actions required. Categorisation was undertaken in order to 
identify those species likely to benefit from wider habitat 
priorities and measures and those requiring more bespoke 
interventions (i.e. potential species shortlist candidates). 

Creation of a local LNRS species long list of GM relevant 
threatened species for each taxonomic group by including: 
• UK IUCN and BAP Section 41 UK species list 
• Discussion and input from expert local species experts 

including country recorders, Lancashire Wildlife Trust, 
Natural England and Environment Agency 

 

Ranking of shortlist candidate species to identify a 
manageable number for the strategy to prioritise. Each of the 
shortlist candidate species was ranked by local experts and 
species recorders to aid prioritisation, based on the 
following factors:  
• urgency of action 
• deliverability of conservation action 
• national significance of the GM population,  
• biodiversity co-benefits 
• environmental and social co-benefits 
• climate change vulnerability. 

Initial longlist of species  
Including c420 Longlist species [60 birds, 25 terrestrial 
animals, 10 aquatic, 230 invertebrates (7 orders), 45 plants, 
50 fungi/lichens] 

 

Shortlist candidate species 
 

Including 200 shortlist candidate species identified including 
those requiring target or bespoke habitat management 

action or improved environmental factors 

Proposed shortlist 
 

Species and groups of species ranked highest were 
proposed for shortlist inclusion in the strategy 

Finalised priority species and actions for 
public consultation 
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Appendix 2c. Processes and ke  steps in mapping opportunit  areas for the GM LNRS 

T   E                 q               LN                 

•                                                   C                               “core 

local nature sites”              x                  
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                                      .   C                           “opportunity 

areas”                         

Methodology for identifying and mapping core local nature sites (areas of particular 

importance for biodiversity) 
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• I                                                       B                   q          
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Methodology for identifying and mapping opportunity areas (areas that could become of 

particular importance) for the GM LNRS 
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   ‘deliver a resilient network for nature across the city-region, connecting and enhancing 

wild spaces so that people and nature can thrive’. T                                 

                                                                                  . 

1. Identification and mapping of core local nature sites 
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/48/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/48/contents/made
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2. Creation of a land cover and land use map for GM 
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           .                                                                                

                                                                               . 

5. Mapped actions (measures) 
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Appendix 2d. List of mapped actions (measures) in the GM LNRS opportunit  areas  
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Grasslands, Croplands and Pasture  
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Lowlands, Wetlands and Mosslands  
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•                                                                                        

                                           . 
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Upland, Moorland and Heath  
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Appendix 2e. List of existing strategies and plans used to inform the priorities and actions 

in the GM LNRS 

T                                                                                             
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•                    B                        (2008) 

•                                                (2009) 

•                   ’  T         W                 (2018) 

•                    F           (2020 2029) 

• L                               

o B                             (1991) 

o B      L                 F         (2011) 

o            L              C             (2012 2027) 

o                                 (2006)  

o          L              C             (2016) 

o         L                                                            (2023) 

o           C             (2011 2027) 

o T                                 (2004) 

o T        L              C             (2012) 

o W     L              C             (2013) W         [W                    

                 ] (2006) 

• C                         

o B      C                       (2021) 

o W     C                       (2020) 

o         '  C                                                                 

(2021 – 2025) 

o           C              N   (2019) 

o T        C          E                    (2021) 

• L     B                      I                         

o                           C    (2021) 

o           '                                                                

           (2015 2018) 

o B      C       C                   J     F             B                (2021) 

o T        C      & E                    (2021) 

o T        C       T           (2023) 

o B    B                     (2023) 

o          '  E          N       (2020) 

o        C             I                       (2022) 

o            C    C       B                     (2022) 

o               N                       N                    (      2024) 

o           C       W   fl                (2021)  

• C               

o              C              (2021)     L            C              

(2021) 

o I      C              (2019) 
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o         C              (2019) 

•            E        (2023) 

• L          W        T     2030          

• N        C               (NC )               j                6 NC                   

   

• NH                            z                                    NH             

      2022 2025 

•    NH             
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Endnotes 

 
1  Defra and Natural England (2023) Species recovery within Local Nature Recovery Strategies – advice for 
Responsible Authorities  
2 Defra (2024) Mapping potential measures in Local Nature Recovery Strategies – advice for Responsible 
Authorities 
3 Defra (2024) Data Standards Advice for Local Nature Recovery Strategies - advice for Responsible 
Authorities 
 


